CAROLYN B. MALONEY, NEW YORK ONE HUNDRED SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS JAMES COMER, KENTUCKY

CHAIRWOMAN RANKING MINORITY MEMBER

Conqress of the United States
PHouse of Representatives
COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND REFORM

2157 RAYBURN House OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6143

Y (202) 225-5051
(202) 225-5074

hitps://oversight.house.gov

July 18, 2022

The Honorable Carolyn Maloney
Committee on Oversight and Reform
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairwoman Maloney:

We write, for the sixth time this Congress, to request that you immediately begin holding
oversight hearings on the worsening border crisis. The Committee on Oversight and Reform
continues to waste its time on hearings outside its oversight and legislative jurisdiction, including
pet flea and tick collars and the workplace culture at a National Football League team.
Meanwhile, the Committee continues to ignore the border crisis which is exacerbated by waste,
fraud, abuse, and gross mismanagement in the Biden Administration. The Biden Administration
repeatedly boasts of promoting “safe, orderly, and humane migration.” But the southern border
is dangerous, chaotic, and inhumane. For example, smugglers recently murdered 53 migrants by
abandoning them locked in a tractor trailer in the hot sun.? Due to the Committee’s failure to
hold the Administration accountable, you continue to receive an “F” letter grade in the Lugar
Center’s Congressional Oversight Hearing Index.®> We urge you to reverse course. We reiterate
our request that you invite officials such as Secretary of Homeland Security Alejandro
Mayorkas, Customs and Border Protection Commissioner Chris Magnus, Chief of the U.S.
Border Patrol Raul Ortiz, Acting Director of Immigration and Customs Enforcement Tae
Johnson, and others to testify about the crisis at our southern border.

The situation along the southern border is escalating from a crisis to a national security
and humanitarian catastrophe. Apprehensions of illegal border crossings reached a record high
in May 2022, with more than two million apprehensions expected just this fiscal year.* U.S.
Border Patrol made 222,656 arrests of illegal border crossers in May alone.®> Hundreds of
thousands of illegal border crossers have been released into the interior of the United States since
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President Biden took office.® Those numbers do not include the nearly 400,000 additional aliens
known to have evaded capture entirely.’

Mexican cartels have capitalized off the chaos to expand their human smuggling and drug
trafficking operations. They have transported large groups of migrants to overwhelm Border
Patrol Agents while they move fentanyl and other deadly narcotics.2 Even President Biden’s
Director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy recently testified that “I believe we can
do more. And I think we need to do more” when it comes to controlling the illicit flow of
fentanyl across the southern border.® These cartels have no regard for the value of human life,
even as they profit from a human smuggling industry worth billions of dollars.X In addition to
killing tens of thousands of Americans with illicit fentanyl, they frequently abandon their
smuggling clients in perilous situations.* The depravity of the cartels recently led to a mass
casualty event where 53 migrants died after smugglers locked them in a tractor trailer in the hot
sun in San Antonio, Texas.!? Only cartels are benefitting from the southern border crisis. Our
Committee must not stand on the sidelines but take action immediately.

The Committee on Oversight and Reform exists to provide congressional oversight to
ensure that the federal government is working efficiently and effectively on behalf of the
American people. The border crisis demands our oversight. Therefore, we are disappointed in
your silence. One Committee Democrat recently suggested that our Committee does not possess
oversight authority over immigration policy or the border.® This is simply untrue. In fact,
Committee Democrats held multiple immigration and border related hearings last Congress.'*
You also recently asserted that “[w]e have authority to investigate anything and everything.”*®
So why do you continue to ignore the worst border crisis in American history?

We must hold the Biden Administration accountable for its decisions surrounding this
and other crises confronting our nation. Our failure to act now will only prolong a miserable
situation and allow fraud, waste, and abuse to continue impacting southern border policies.
Thank you for your attention to this important request.
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